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The :J\(fw u(fdministration
William Clarence Weir, B. S., M. S., LL. D., became, on August
1, 1924, President of Rollins College, having been selected by a

special committee of the Board of Trustees. This selection was
made after many months of earnest consideratiol). on the part of
members of this committee. Relinquishing the leadership of
Pacific University in Oregon, Dr. Weir came at once to Florida
and began his administration of the institution.
President Weir was born in Indiana, August 1, 1874, just
fifty years before he was elected President of Rollins. He was
graduated from Bordon College in Indiana with the B. S. degree
in 1895 and with the M. S. degree in 1896. He later studied in
Louisville University. In 1923 the honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws was conferred upon him by Fairmont College of Kansas. On
March 19, 1896, Dr. Weir married Miss Nettie L. Biery of Scottsburg, Indiana.
President Weir began teaching in the rural and urban schools
of Indiana in 1896. In 1904 he was appointed principal of the
high school of Bellingham, Wash., one of the leading secondary
institutions in the West. In 1917 he accepted membership on the
Training Camps Activities Commission and renaered his country
a signal service. Those familiar with conditions surrounding the
large training camps in the West can realize the enormous task
confronting this Commission and the tremendous responsibility
of each member.
At the close of the war, President Weir became community
organizer and lecturer for the State Normal School of Bellingham,
Wash., and head of the Department of Public Health and Hygiene.
The major part of this work consisted in extension activities
throughout the state, in establishing and supervising in every
community of any size, classes of study for teachers and others
unable to pursue courses in residence. The wealth of experience
in educational administration gained through these constant and
varied connections added to President Weir's other educational
qualifications which led to his election July t, 1922, as executive
of Pacific University.
Pacific University, located in Forest Grove, Oregon, founded
in 1849 by a group of New England Congregationalists, is the
oldest college on the Pacific slope. With the coming of President
Weir the iristitution was able to enlarge its scope and better serve
the church and people of Oregon. During the first year of his
administration President Weir raised, without a campaign except
in Forest Grove, over $200,000. Another achievement was the gift,
secured through President Weir, of $110,000 f9r the endowment of
·a Chair of American History and Patriotism. Under his guidance
the institution also became highly accredited, finding a place on
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PRESIDENT WEIR

the list of the New York Regents and of the United States Commissioner of Education.
The following statement of President Nash of the Congregational Foundation for Education sums up briefly the sentiment of
the special trustee committee which called President Weir to
Rollins:
"Dr Weir is a fine Christian gentleman, tolerant in his attitude toward all men. He is one who can harmonize differences
and unify seemingly divergent elements. He is a big man physically and is friendly in his attitude toward all his associates. He
should prove a benevolent influence in the development of the
new Rollins College and should surely have the confidence of
Southern and Northern Presbyterians and Congregationalists as
he assumes his office. I hope that he may aid in making W'inter
Park a great educational center that shall be known and recognized through the country."
·
President Weir's leadership in bringing about the "Rollins
Union Plan of Support" by the Presbyterian and Congregational
churches is 1 referred to as follows by Dr. F. E. Stockwell, General
Director of the Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S. A.:
"The endorsement of Rollins College by the Synods of the
United States of America and the United States Presbyterian
Churches is the next great step to be desired in the development
of a strong forward policy for the college. I believe that with
such endorsement by both denominations as well as by the Congregational Association the college can make a strong appeal to the
Christian leaders for Florida and its great future should welcome
this opportunity of binding the Christian forces of these three
great churches together in Florida. With such a united backing
and steadily increasing cooperation under the leadership of the
splendid new President, Dr. Weir, the college should go forward
steadily and surely."
From his initial utterances it may be gathered that President
Weir's plans for the coming year will include the erection of at
least one greatly needed building on the campus, continuation
of the effort to increase the income producing endowment to at
least $1,000,000, and the placing of the operation of the institution on a strictly cash basis.
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